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Local Parsimony in Comparative Linguistics:

as Contrasted with Cladistics
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Abstract
Some researchers in comparative linguistics reconstruct a three-vowel
system for early Proto-Indo-European. This vowel system is doubtful
from the standpoint of language universals. The aim of this paper is to
clarify the background of this conflict. I point out that the cause of the
problem is the method “parsimony about the number of vowel
phonemes”. Such parsimony, permitted in the name of “Ockham’s razor”,
works well for reconstructing the earliest stage of proto language. As
contrasted with cladistics, parsimony in comparative linguistics is used
only in one language family. This locality is based on a cautious attitude

toward phylogenetic relationships among language families.
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