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Abstract

This paper addresses the problems of the moral status of social robots
by examining Coeckelbergh's concepts of "virtual moral agency" and
"virtual moral responsibility." We first briefly summarize the discussion
of morality in robot ethics and then present Coeckelbergh's approach.
Coeckelbergh's "relational turn" is useful in analyzing social robots
because it is impossible to understand the moral competence of social
robots by only analyzing the robots themselves. However, the concept of
"virtual moral agency" creates conceptual confusion in the ascription of

moral responsibility.
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