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Diachronic discernibility of quantum particles

Abstract

It is said that particles of the same type cannot be distinguished in
principle in quantum mechanics. It has been discussed so far whether
or not quantum particles satisfy the “Principle of the Identity of the
Indiscernibles” (PII) for the sake of the ontology of quantum mechan-
ics. In this paper, first, we point out that the previous studies have
been solely concerned with the synchronic discernibility of particles,
and that the diachronic aspect has been ignored so far. Then, we
consider in what sense discernibility must be required given that PII
holds for quantum particles that change over time.

1 MRT—<

BFHEPODBR I AEREHBE L TWEE Vo 2YHIEIZ B 1 20
ERMEEOBRO B L U T, & ERR & TR a5 H — U
(PII: Principle of the Identity of Indiscernibles) DEAfRH Z L E THEI S 1
TW5, 7208, SATHIZE DM > C & 7= DX T 5 R+ O LR 2 3551 O R T
IRFRIIIZ 2L S 2 RICE T 2 B IR T OFMANIXIZ L A LR E T 2 ad o
7o % 2T, EIFZRMAIE A S B IR 7 & PIT & OBERZ RGNS 5,
2 ROER - EITHAR

B2 DGO D G4 2T TlENTWS, TS5 UL7E/ OF—MERE
AEEMEDOAREIZOWTIE, H< ol EOMEL INTE 2, L0bIFA
FRCEHBELRDZDMN, F4 7=y YNRERLZEIND R FHIE R —F
H] —HosMEIZEWTKHTELRVWNRIEE -7 T 5HE—TH 5,
B BE - MR ED XS ITHERIZBWTEEZ B WK ERITIE &
DEY DE /) % BHRETCERN BB S AL &, €/ OFMMOMEREHR
FRRLTZE VR D, BRI ZEOMEI XX, [ UREO & 1-#k 1
BRI T E v e S (AAEEIE), BRI (EERFHED
T) 7z VIR FeR—ARFIIRNE NG, 5 UEEro, I7nih
TR U TH, HENZRYK L AROMEAEEL NS TE S T 5EE. &
TULHWPRLDOTIRRL D5, FERRFEFEERIZKRTERNDELN S,
PIl 2% 3 5 &, FfEh & [R2<EU] (BIVIZE—) 205 Z & avisd
5&512Bbns, UL, —ATPINIEE AR T TIREN T WS A
RMEHD, TH7ELTHL, TRRDZETOE M (RRDIETROK) %



OUHENSKATE RN WS Z2iZhd, §T5&, kR dktz s
THITIFHRRZME TR, 205D (haecceity) D & 5 72, D MEE
ZEITETE RN S 2D LA IZERA DB ERH DDA 507
IO UMEEHOE . Ffk 7 & PI & OBBRAE I N E THZEINT
W5, FATIZEEEE B (a) @ 2000 FEARGIELAAT, (b) @ 2000 FARKIEHLARE,
(c) = (b) ~NOHLH L\ DS 3BT o ND DS, FOFNT, AR T O]
WML PITICOWTHIR L LS (FRIX 5] § 24w esEL L),

([RIFERE 1 D A ol A )

T, AHBMEARITEFRICB I AETH D, HERKARERIZL -
TRONDED TR (13], p.346). LA L. T LREDZ Y PEIIRE~
BREBERPSDEMLINT VWS ZOIZ, BFm B 2 FARK 2 —FHE 72
EEZONTWS, ZNaXFET 5l LT, Hlghe & FiRTOR 1O
MEHRIREE N DE DD B,

WE, ZODOH A BZHEL, ZhoOFIZZR T2 ANSEEE2E 2 7=
LE, RORBIKMTEY D02 EZ LD, 2T, HMGHOGEIE. kT
EENTNa, b INVDIFTHE, RiTabiZAIHE2 af®ATDh
MBIZHED, bRATanBIZHDD, abIZTBIZHBND4iED D
HBENREZONDS (£oT, BREEZ L DHEEIL 1/4).

—Ji, BEHRTOHEIRD (7), (1) DWThrThs, £9. (7) K-
ZRFOHBE : R TP ACHE0, — AV ATHARBZH D0, =
KD HIZBIZH2hD 3B U7\ (Lo TEMERIE1/3), dllline X
B0, ABIZENZTNRL D — DT DIFAET 2REA 1D LR old,
FIFRL 7 DA AERAIMED 7212, KirRLE2 ANBEA L EDRRDIREL
TEOIREDVARBEINZFHE T, 2 DOMNRYGE L ARERVZOTHS (Zh
EEBAEELIER), RIZ, (1) 7V IHFOBE : —H A THGA
BiZdhsd&\Wd 1l L2, ks, 7o)l IR TIEEROR 7
A —DREEZ LB ENELOSNT VWD TH S (SR FHICFE CFICIZA
NN, TR NY U OFEMEEE & IFIE, R RIROIRIEE KT IKEIBIH D
(5) REFRPED & s 3 5,

(A w3 & ) — it )
PILiE, BRWITE—BRITIRD K S 12RI NS,
VeVyVE (Fx < Fy) = (z =y) (1)
(1) IZBWT, 2,y FELRMEEK, FldsroME2RIABFETHD, Z



N E TP OZYMEICE L Tidbk4 2gianie S h, KamdbZEIFohTnsg,
ZOHTEELRLDODV L DM, Black]2] IZ& 5 =DDERDBEEFEKRTH
%, ZODERKREZTVELEL, ZREINTIIMBFLE L R0 &K S R5E2 T
MRz T 2 E S 5, MERIE—EDOHEMZ TN TWE 2, —ODOMEX
JBR, REIRE0HoDZENZIAELTVWE LTS, ZDLE, Thbo
DERIE (HEE D) BN R 21250 hb 5T, KITEAhw, LoTR (1)
N TWBE LD ITAZ B,

2O Ui Z M EIE, (1) TOME F OHFIZED LS 0D TEHR
DLDMIRFETEDY 5%, F OHRFANIZ, H{LZDEDAED [N
MEDIENIZH, K2R ED X 5 ITRBUTHAZ S 2 TH72) PEEX, B
RIZRMEE R Y, KO RHFOMEETADDITE. F T & 0 imMicE
MR ERE L B-DTH 5,

RAFAIE L PILIZOWTHIE L 72D T, EBITMHETOHEREMEL £ >,

(2)2000 4EHGIFELART = 2000 4EHIEE £ TIiE 12, BT NRFERR 71 PIT
ZHH2EDOTHY, P 2¥#ET 520 THNE, FRaMEHIZELINR WL
ZOHOWD & S I EENEESEEAT 20D B L XNz (6], [9)).
TR AR TR T DIEFHIREE N2 &0 IR T & B, BTN TS
NN EMTTERHTERNI EWRBRI NG, £ DK TR IR 7136 7K
MxE L7279, 2 OORL AN TIXNNAMEE (BE. B, ALrRY)
THAATETH S, Lo CTHERFIZBEL T PILIZHI TS LS IZAX
5, iz, WREEITHKAE U 72N MEBIZ DWW TR, 1IR3 B ks 1
R D, REBTOME L ZHEiZ b 7220 7zd, kT ORKIC & 255
HHEL WA D,

(b)2000 FEARHIEHLARE © LA L. 2000 FEARPIEELARE, (a) & 3BT DS
i & B RS VTR & Nz ([10], [8], [9] A& &), [10] 1. FIFERT-& D
R CEE L 225 PIL ORI L T, @I HV 2 HEOR A RD X 5
(232023 BT, Bl DT 5,

1. SRS HIZ G FTHE (absolutely discernible) +» £ 51, —IHak

FETRINLGMEDS AL LV EDIZEHLTERS

2. XIRDMA TG FTRE (relatively discernible) <» ZHv o ik, Dl &

HOLODNEFEMRIZEIL TR S

(B - HEDRAIFE LD TEOEW/X0EN] EWS R, )

3. X Gh s < AT RE (weakly discernible) «+» Zhv o3 0D

DXIFRII A DIE S BILRICBIL TR 5,



Hl:7Iv7D=DDEKa, b. Rlz,y)= Tz iy LHEHJdIZHE] &

T %L, R(ab), R(ba) IXEH, R(aa), R(b,b) 13, #IZ. a, b &

9 < WA THETH B, )
ZDLET, AV 12 DFBFNO—HIEREIZEWT, [—HOEF I D
BT AU EZH, HEICH U TN AE TIERW) 2W»WH R
FREY - SRR D 2 Z e 5, BT (7 o)V IR 1 195 <FIAIBEl
TH5 (Lo TPHIFHANICH#EIND) LiaLond 1,

(c) (b) ~DHH = (b) D & > ik HHEIZ L7z —HOMZICE L TIE,
H o7 U dRFF L ORI 02 RV 2 iR & U 708 BRGRIE7Z &\ 5 #E (7]
. (b) TOEHmIE Black ® “ERD & 5 2t Wk I Id#EHATETH, &1
HIRL I B iAT U Tl T 2 DI ZY TR\ E WS ] ([3] 2 &) 23d 5,

3 EHDIER

JlZ, SEAEDLATIZE IR TRt 2 2B L 72 BT 39\ alsl al getE s
HEOEZ N oFABEN FIZBWTPIL 2H#ELTWE I 2 A, TNET
DS Ulziamid, F— DL H 2 ki FO5NRAFREN E S . T4bb
SERER AR T REME A RIEI LT B, — . ETFIRL T ORISR & 72
LRI, 5 U3t 2567210 c . S E 2 &8 U 72l 72
LBEbH D255, mIRT OB TREM B LTl Tk TIE
LA SNTWARW (72720, 4 1] B> TW3), BTk, K%
JET BRICB\WT, ki FO@ERF 23 AT e 2 MET L & S,

9, AEENE VAR B 2 2 d, [FRRR T ORAFRBIMEAS, &
AEWRE LN, VIR UIERD & 5 2k +ORELERRICER U TEA X
naZihobrEEnsg (12], 13 2 E).

M1IZAC YD EAED - DODBT2LEANSEHREI T T, HEBITEEL
THETEMEAE D, D, TRIET 2EBREFELRTRLEZEDTH S, (a)
TlEEPSHFINZEHIIA» SRR I NZE L HE/EH L THELA 6
THELL. Mg D, THRiiEns, —f. (b) TREPSFKHSINAEET
EEELA T — 0 TEEL L. iR Dy THRHIE NS, Milids D1, D, TEH
ITNEFEHRETELE, TNDELEEENSEEFROVENPS ET-
BFRONEME Z L IFFMAIZTE R, 22T FEEMIZ) Tt ER
WE WS DIE, HIEREEDHAMPIRIAD & 5 0~ OMENZ K> TKHITE
BWEWS ZETIERL, YNIFEOREZUTHELTEH, HROAM
LT, ZRFIZA4RTIZ DD 72 ECROBMFEEZBEZ R \\WE WS Z 277 ([13],
pp. 343-344), ZD7=&H, AR LB T2 T S EELERED & 5 2k



ELECTRON

SPIN
up

ELECTRON ELECTRON

SPIN SPIN
up up

ELECTRON

SPIN
up

/
. )

(b)

1: K7 OBELEER (B Feynman et al. [4] £ 1),

WRTIE, RFOREEL- THE] & \WHE X GIEERZ RS 7\, AR
FOEFLBFEIZBVTIE, AMIX (a) & (b) DEL SLDHBEZK T E >
TWBEIFWVWAZRW,

— . B FOBELER TH L, 22 ZIE D, TRINL K72 a 2
b MEL LM%, KTFONKRIEEIZEDNTHETE S (BERRE—MEA
MFrx ), Zn&b, BELERE T, H2E X85k 7F A R [F R
IZ& - T, RiFOERNZE—MEPEAI NS, TNTIE, REFREME
R BARITIE, BRBRLNCB T 28K 7T PIL I OREHMEFL 5 5
DEASIPIUTTR YT —ALIITIDI L 2KREL &5,

r—21: B—D 8Tk T OEE)
K202z, ErolgEt=t, T
TR 7% ASF U, R T & I$H BAE
HAEEFTIZZDEF t=t, THRHEIED T E E§
BT B VWHEEEEZEZ S, ZDLE,
EHPNZ X AR R+ R S R 1 B2 : 0BTk T R
BNZA—72eEZ L5, BbAA, ENS DIZHD D WIE TR 713
ELUR 2 W TEH L TWBD TR, HL T TEMICHERMIZOMm
LTW3 &S Tl LR 7 O EEPRYL & 135705 Z L ITIFFERE I Nz,
ZDEDIT, B—DE TR TOEE DS & TIXR @RI H—7Z 2 W
SEBIZ, CORRE PII L BEWIZHRFTE D725 50,

F9. A b AR FeREBEINZRFPERIZE —TH B Z & I3
FEXND, KoT, TS DR FIFMSNIT IR ATEETH B, —H, =&




ZIZTERS AFEINTHS t REHELTWS ] 2WH L5722, &b
Z2[l]72 CUTHRIL U 72 AN e 2 2 5 b R FIEERBITTRED & S 1B b
5, UL, BRMNFE—MEDPHFEE 2> TWAIRIT I 5 U IR &I
WL 7580 2 7 &, R ANERRC R 2 RS DO DEH L TWVWS &\
SEB AN T 2ORMIREEIZ LD, ©HAA AR HRA TR
THHTIEEEZ LD, HHEIHEROGSIE, TR ERPL SR EHR
CIZERA T, WED S Bk T 2R — O RE WD BB EHMERT 52 L1k
TE &S ((11], p17) » UL, EFHIRGIIA R < &b K22 i it 2
RNTWBTd, ZD &S LFETHEFHFE 2R T2 Z L IF#H LW 2,
MEWV o T, AN W B EE D & R2E[ 72 & O R MEE %2 1D D 5 — )
KEBRALTLUE S &, RIGERHFE—MEREbN TV LTH, R FIZH
—MENRH D REYNZTRET 28T NH 5,

ZD&SIT, BEFHK T O@ERNLRENEZEZ 5 LTI, PILIZED KD %
MEF TEATARENCEHL T, SR O@RY 28R, BfTEo
& 5 LR R T DA DA M BB e MERH L WA D, Lrb,
R ZNIZRERN, 77— AT TIRRRIZEVENTH B,

7 — A1« [AIfEAL - O HEL B

3 XFRER TONILBEEM 1 XD e s
B R L DTH S, By, By 15

At =t; TABUZBRER T, t =t
CHIEAR L. t =ty TZREHBREE N
Dy, D, THHENE 2\ BELER 2 & B3 : RERE F OREAR

25, WIRFE (t =t1) DR 7% a, b, FIRE (t=t) DR TZ b &F
%, AEKFTHEDS, 22 ZIE t; 12Dy TREI AR FD, 4 12 By,
Es DEBLORS AFEINRFRE WD Z EIFEHIIZENARTTRETH 5,
koT, aldakdbbedbBMcHLL VWA ES, UL, —HT, a lZ
aX® b ebLAMTHDI NG, WHEHNEBIIEEL T, BRIZIZFE—TH 5.
ZD LSz, AR FOMILEFRIZEWTIE, F¥—AT 38R D, KTFD
R 2R [F — D kb T\ B,

IR Tlka & o OBl TaetkiciEHL &5, B UPIIBHEIZLTWE DR
51, a & a IXMTSLOMEIZX> THAM QXRS5 B, £9, aka
VK EFERL 7T d 2 2 S MU IZFRA AR ATRECTH B, TN TIXME 2 35014
ZOIZEY R BBREMEEIRSBEDEE I, TIT, F—AIroRBEh
kDT, IR Z L ORIBRTOR FOMIICE D XS M E £ T2EA



TAREPIIME LR 2T 52 L ICERI NV, FxOHEWZEBD
S5TNIE. —DODONROKEMFEEEA2E X D L &, NGB [F M2 M
Fdah, H50VIEBRLIZEELTW o TIREIZR—M28mET 225
DORHRTHA S, 25 ULZRATIE, HIREEIRE TR —
PENE. TNODREBTORNRLE ODUEZ KT S22 L Thhrb,

L2 L, BFHZRRN TR, ¢t Ta EIFENZRTRZF08EBIZHEL
K THOfTDNE DL, ROKERBIZEWT a & FEEDOR T £ O
HAEMADPEEDRATHEL BN E S DITEASI NS, RIRE L IREET DR
TN B2 B D GEIFIE —MED R DN D 0 E S5 H) X, BT DD
REBIZB IR FOMBEL I TIREZDTIERL, TOMBETTELIELE S
MESPTREDLEVWIDAR—=D2DRGTH S [1], D& S IdiHY[E—M
DHIEIZIZ, REEDIETLBENERIND, 5 L-HEL S, B
WFECHRIRIE (t = 1) CBIT 2 —hT 2 (22 Tlkad UL IEb) LH&REE
(t=t3) TO—hiT y (2 HLLIED) &% PIICHI - THAT 572121,

o(z,y, 21, 225t) = “x &y BEFERTFTHO, »POHBRL ¢, €
(t1,t2) WBWT, oz, y LRED KT 21,20 DEFEIEL. 21 & 2
MPHEAEHT 57
BREDESBRXDEMBIZEHT ORI WHE LR, KT-OHM D7)
DB BRFEDORRDERIZSHIZERD D, T—AIIZBWTIX, #i
WG DR DB 7R FE— A2 HET 272012, o ¥ y DHOTHE A AL
BT REINSZZ NI IS REINS,
4 SHEORE

AfETld, BTHR T & PII & OBRIZET 5 &iTiH%E2 A7 BT, 2h
E CORGERDE SR T DR RGN D b | K7 ORI 2 2 kIT
EEILDONT IR o2l 2B Lz, TD LT, BELARIZER LR
PO MREIZ 2T DR O ATREMEIC DWW TER U7z, 72720, AROW
RIEBAMECRBIINTELMEIZERLZSDTHY, TNETODE
FOM EIZREZ 3o TEB 69, FRLEWNRFEFIZEE->TW5,
ZD=d, SRITETMEORITDVEDN S, BFinOBFENLERICHED
K OB 2T BERH A S, TD LT, k10BN D 72
DITHBFEICEFHE S N B RG2S HBBER LTV EL,

[

x



L R— 2R 12/ U Tidb 4], [8] 1%, MBS (categorical) 12 Tlidk7s <
TR (probabilistically) D A55 < G HEEE L TWedd, D5 [9] AH
damE R U, AEERAICIER - 2RI L TH, PILA2#HREL TV 5,

2 FHRERL E TR AEETHR OB 2 13138 GRMIEFTE 5 &
BomE L, 20, BEHPOEZHAL P62 0wWoT, mTHR
ELUTORFPREFRET 2 S F2EEBHEL TVWD LIFED IZIEVWA RN
7255,

STk
[1] Bigaj, T. (2020): “Synchronic and diachronic identity for elementary
particles”, European Journal for Philosophy of Science, 10.3: 1-17.
[2] Black, M. (1952): “The Identity of Indiscernibles”, Mind, 61: 153-164.

[3] Dieks, D. and Versteegh, M. (2008): “Identical Quantum Particles and
Weak Discernibility”, Foundations of Physics, 38: 923-934.

[4] Feynman, R., Leighton, R.B. and Sands, M. (1964):
The Feynman Lectures on Physics: Volume I
<https://www.feynmanlectures.caltech.edu/>, 2020/12/07 Bi%.

[5] French, S. (2019): “Identity and Individuality in Quantum

Theory ”, Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, in Zalta,
N.(ed.),<https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/qt-idind />,  2020/12/07
B

[6] French, S. and Redhead, M. (1988): “Quantum Physics and the Identity
of Indiscernibles”, British Journal for the Philosophy of Science, 39:
233-246.

[7] Hawley, K. (2009): “Identity and Indiscernibility”, Mind, 118: 101-119.

[8] Muller, F. and Saunders, S. (2008): “Discerning Fermions”, British
Journal for the Philosophy of Science, 59: 499-548.

[9] Muller, F. and Seevinck, M. (2009): “Discerning Elementary Particles”,
Philosophy of Science, 76: 179-200.

[10] Saunders, S.(2006): “Are Quantum Particles Objects?”, Analysis, 66:
52-63.

[11] ZrEIEI (2017) : PEURAF (AT 1T WIREOs S - 76 - kb | S0



[12] /NHEFRE—ER (1969) : TEFH% (1)) , Z¥FEE.
[13] HHIREEEA (2008) : [HEFH % 110, B5EAH.

(AUHRREE)



