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Hilbert’s Methodology in his first period of formalism

HEME

Abstract

David Hilbert was the most important figure of formalism. He used the
"axiomatic method" in his research on the foundations of mathematics: to
axiomatize the theory and then to meta-study the conditions the
axiomatic system must satisfy. Then, depending on the situation at the
time, he studied the proofs of consistency in mathematics, seeking
relative consistency proofs, or “direct” proofs using "early proof theory".
In the standard view, Hilbert's research on mathematical foundations can
be divided into two periods. This paper examines Hilbert's methodology
before the establishment of "Beweistheorie" and the transition of his
method for proving consistency, including the developments during 1917-

20, which fall between the first and second periods of his formalism.

(1) T —~

X7 4 v bk~ (David Hilbert, 1862-1943) % 19 {f K7 5 20
HARMEOHMRIIH T TIHFRLE NS YOREHETH Y, Kim, NIk, %
il =, MM, HEVHAELZSEHFOI TSI T B CHEHLEKRREEZE L.
BFYOEBEITONWTOMEICHRE DEYICEIY A, 1920 FREITIXFEY B K
PSR LE L CH O [FFEHG Beweistheorie] 5 XL, v 7 4 U7
VREFEOHFAMIEEELEL L LICKFOEFFEEE K FNLCIERT LI H
HfE L. BFOEBMTICHT 260 BB H T —KIC TBXAEE)
ELEDLNS.

Wb OMEEFEE, Whdd T JL k- 7a s T h] OKEYIXER
U #%E D 1920 FRTH 22, THUATIC S BV~ )L b O 8% 6l ik 58
A OFF R EEZ B L TCX., AL FNOKFOEBICT 549 0B
D E 19 RIS BT 2 FEOH S O E Y B O T OO % IS
ENTEHLOTHY, HOMIIEZE S Lz 19 HEFZ0 MmNk EE i
bDHZEEETTHML LT IE RS RV, bbb O HEEERFIeIT %
DO 32 THW TABH 5% axiomatisches Methode] % )& 9 5B C
MBEY, TOHFECRLNIHFZOANFME R EAERICH T 5 A X221,
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N —E L CHEBRERITEMERETH - 7-.
AL R DT SNABOE L)L N OBFIEBRIFIIEO T ERIC
DWT, HITHMRZFHLV ELTEZOLEEBELFMIC-E 2T bDTHD.

(2) FEOE K - EITHA

LR, B oL b O FF w7 o R 4y &, FiE B 5 52 R 8 0 5 5
WCOWTHRITME LR T D .

(2.1) eV FOBEFE#RBTFEORRX 2

BV AL b S B SRR AT JE I B Y ML A E IR I3 1899 IR o [
FE G (Grundlagen der Geometrrie)l] [Hilbert 1899] 7205 1930 A fXIZ IR
SN A REDHE [HF 0K (Grundlagen der Mathematik)l] [Hil
bert and Bernays 1934, 1939] £ TO K 40 & T& 5. [Sieg 1999] < [
A 2019] kDL, oMM EEZEEMEY O LRI > T TRTHIE X E
F#l ETHMERAER] LV ZoORMIIRSTHRAFTVERENTH D &
WO L R R T 1900 FE o S THE M A& > T (Uber den
Zahlbegriff)] [Hilbert 1900al 7> 5 1905 4F @ i X [ BE 2% & Bl o L I
SW T (Uber die Grundlagen der Logik und der Arithmetik)] [Hilbert
1905] ¥ TOMMTHLD. ZoORHITEELSRAETE AV TRt
FTETSNTELT, HASHETREINEABRL TET7 V] ITIKAF L
T7u—F Lo TWEDORREETHL. —H, BHEANTERIT 1922 £0
T o B LW A1) (Neuebegrindung der Mathematik) | [Hilbert
1922] 725 1981 F DS =T A DO T REREEHR ] ETORHNTHL. Z Dk
iz ik [Hilbert 1922] TH 72 Z" L7z 5L TFEH# Beweistheorie| % W
THEYFOEFJFEHIAEPM IR ED SN, 20 b F—F 1 (Kurt Gédel,
1906-1978) MFEMA L2 RERMEEIHICE Y, E ARV FNEORLZITH YO
WCTERTDIENAWNETHDL ZERPLMNE R o (cf. [T A 2019, pp.
232-233]).

(2.2) HIH) L % H o5HH

FORARKXS TEAMHBEEHMOMICEWERSHEZ LS Z &R HKD N,
COHEIZE ARV P BRESBEEEBROMNELZIT > TR o bF TIE
72U,

[Mancosu 1999, 2003] %, 1910 FRICE VRV NEDO ST v T 4 7K
FOITN=TNT v NERTAL by FO®XE [T FET - T <7
+4 # (Principia Mathematica)] (LLF,PM) OMFRIZE VA TN Z & &1
ATV, B, 194 FEOFy T4 Fro¥FandvhTnrngsre -
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~N— < v (Heinrich Behmann, 1891-1970) 728 PM I >W T DOHEFE 1T -
7‘::&7&%07%7‘&:, Flamex 7 ACTEHEHEBHZOESR E Vo TR

WHICHETA2HEZENLAMLTNDS., R—v U 3N, AR N EETO
FETHY, PM #EEMIC L LR A2 %R L Tz ([Mancosu 2003, pp.
179-1810).

EANLMIZOERKRICH L TAEMOHBEHIZIELREZ TR WD, #
AT OBEEMETCEELRDDONHER TH 5. [Moore 1997] 1% 1917/18
FEAEMCT vy T o v U RETITbREE#EREI B O (Prinzipien der
Mathematik) ] IZHEB L, ZTO#FOEREZKRO ~SICENT H: (1) MER
Ho [FARERE 1) 200 CiEHLEZZ L, (2 1EAERBEOE R %
MO THRALEZE I9ITHFEHOE LR NI T v LORBRME ERICHE L L
TV, ZOMBEORELZEI) LIzMHmasERE LD THD. [Sieg
1999] 13, 1917/18 A FWHRITM X T 1920 F LWL EXEHoFERL S
B BIZEDHET, TOKRHOE L)L N RFHEEHRAME S KEIC
BEN CHERPIBEROMM A ZHD, SR TARERICESVWEIERARICE S £

TOWBEZHRFITLTND.

(2.3) EEBARAEDE L)L DO FEH

BN NI BEFORBEMTOFELE L TR MEH T - HFEIXA
B L, W LA Th o, [# 2000] 1%, e <L FO A E 20
HABFORLNHEwmEDOHERICERT D, $ bbb, e AL ME THRIOD
20 A FHE] THLHOV RO, OB AHEBITANTO [HEEEE)
R, HFEOMBBE CE AL CRERM RBALERAT LI LOTH D
(RAZ 20 L TERERSTZDIEXTANTORAEGRB THo72). B AR
N EOAHEHITHFORBICIATL2BLONPLEFEINTELDTH- TN, £
W Tavy o ME BT dmeicmaeR L, Mol © I%
fMZof— %, 199K FCB W CEECHLELOLNEZIETIE R IE v Y
NEDOHEELLTholm. ANV NRBEBTONY T EE T W TR
FRAF IR I AR HICE Y LI K 92 o 72D iE 20 LT A S T H TH DN,
WD HFEHRIREREELZRIFLEDOIZ, 295 L7k 19 ko MBERE
ST-DOThHbH.

[Ogawa 2004] 1%, AT RN ELZRHEROE L)L R EBFERIFTEO T
EELTRBEMFEEZEHERALEEBICDVWTEREL TS, HL, E L)L
MIEFo TEEEME  rigor) ZMRAET 2 FEL L CABYFENREE &5
ZT%D,%@ﬁﬁi&@:ﬁ_%ﬁéﬂé~u)“@ 2 &0 B A A Rk
b2 T, BmICHTHEMEED L LN TEX DL &, (2) HFEMH
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Wr & BEM e 2 F BT 22N TEH L. [k 2000] oFEL< XD
XL NOABRmITWREEZRHE T 2O TH-72D, T2 2T L MZ
Tk O 2R mBE NN T LB EEERIET 2 PELE L TAH
MHFERNRBEEERZLTVWEZERLSTZDTHD.

LRV NEIBEFORBEIZOWTHBOTY Y —F 2 Lol N, 7T F
7 BRry I —L WV B URIOT 70 —FOEEEZ T TR hos b
F Tlix v, [Sieg 2013b] 1E, E ANV FOEHHDO HFIEICRONALH S D
MEBLMELREERL TS, BPOEBICRHT D L)L ~ OO KE
X 1900 F > THMEICOWT) ThoH, 22 ClE FEMPEEMER] THO
AR FEEISRT AR CTERMGEBORNOARZZRIL TS, E
AT 27 72 —F T, EARALEILETTX U ML EBMPNERIC
zéﬁﬁé@%bfwé(mmgzmmapp77&m.bﬁw,ﬂ%,EéwA
HBICOWTIHEHEICBEEZ RN TED. T75x% 0 MTHAREM S %
BEBoOT 2B, fMABRBESICHY T L2 —EER AT A 2K L, £
W —BICEELILERTZET, IREREAVNEFECHDLZ & AR
o &L, =0, e MTETFEESSE Q2O OF RIE O G H
MTCHFENEINRWNI LA TV, BEIRE 2 H#H o v T
FFEEARL TR o, 2o O EEMEICK LT, Sieg 17 7 %
FOWMZFTE TERGI] &L, e AL O HE2 TBRUKERD)
72 L TWwd ([Sieg 2013b, p. 81]).

F D%, B L ME 1904 FI R ERAE 2 1 W 7 fR BT EE R R e R R
JEEREH O FEERELT DL 2, HENRMIEOEHIZOVWTEART I LD
el 2=, coFEEFLELGEESND (ef. [ - A 2006, pp. 174~
186]: [BF A& 2019, pp. 250-253]). 1920 41272 % &, 1904 FF 12T L 72 X 5 72
R ERICHOCLLRY, MR TEIETITH R S 7B O8GRI
TOHWEFIEEIEH L R L TWD (cf. [Sieg 1999, pp. 111-115]: [Ewald and
Sieg 2013, pp. 280-283]). 1920 4 D # sk W B i O BF 313 2 © [ A R %
finite Mathematik] (ZEERIZOZ N DL DO TH Y, Z 2 TOHIE O EE RN
BRI OBRELE LT REINDZ LITRD.

(3) EHE D ER

BNV ORI A ERE, #HEAERELE VS ZoD
IR T2 AGFPEENTH IO D, ZORXSICADL W% ERTO
ﬁ%i%EN“wFiﬁ%%%mﬁnuﬁbﬁﬁ,@ﬁ®ﬁ%%%bfbt.
F o, ARSI ETORT S, B L)L NI ZENETEITERDMA
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DI, AR GEERE, TOFTRINOEF JEHEER 2 5 2 X 5 & R
L TWwWi.

ARimXOBIEIE, 22 LERITTHEORREZR T2 LT, gill - BB
NEROHLMICH 2D 191720 FMOMVMA S ED T, FEWRMELATO b
NN NN FEEEP A RICRDTZFZEPOME L, S HI2 Y%
oM JEYEGER O FIE A MR B JEEGER & TRTHIGER GR ) & o & & H
LIAEZI LT LHRAAETH S

T, 1) e AL bETHIRRERO AR 7 EOE S, (2) FF W i e LAl

HEF JEPEGE O FHEDOEE, ICOWVWTHIEDOHFTIRVHL D.

(3.1) EANNV MATHIBREROAEMNF

bbb M T &I ST [Hilbert 1900al T, HMSRICx 357
Tu—F L LT TERNMEE] & TAEN L] O Z>% % F 7 LT, %
Ko T 2MAETEIBRENEBM CTH D L2k ~x25 ([Hilbert 1900al,
pp. 180-181). B X)L N BRERM FIBECELTHEEL, 77 F7 1
XYy —OLDOFENFBEIZEI»NLTEY, 00 HIEICHNET 2 RAE % WR
THDONANE FIETH - 2.

BNV R ORI HE LR, BAFELEMN & W o LR E O B R DA B R
iR LI LT, TORBRICK T D2ALZMEELITO> L THDLH. NEROD
BEIZOVWTEALRLMNEIRO X HIIZHERD:

HOBREORBEEMIELELY LWV LEICTE, TORZEOREBIC
ROLERHMESOEBRE ERICOHrOERICELET LI LNHEREZ I B
THHERNL L. RESNTEAE L, EAMNBMEOEERETH 5.
([Hibert 1900b, pp. 299-300]: —# 3R, p. 12)

Thbbt, RBEEEIERANBENERINLTEMETHY, RHEREITH HH
WmERBBT 2200 ERDBR2ABEOEETY O L Th 5. [Hilbert
1900a]l TIHHAEBACIEFEES, HRoMoOMKEsBRSHELH N THEE
TFZ&T, B/ ZN Y TH M 3 ([Hilbert 1900a, pp. 181-183]).
BRIV NIHEARSEZL TRARRICKH T HISFRMEZERDZ N, 21D
EWROMESBICENT L2 EnHKD: 1. FEEEETLIEA, i. AR
OHE R MSIYEGER, G, APRROFERLMIEN, v. AR O ®FJEMGEY .

FEZERT DI ER

(FHEEZFETIERX] LEFR/AEZRELIMBIIONTOEMETHD 4,
Fsfr=2 5] [Hilbert 1899] ICHBIF D b UL ks O AHGH O &K b 5
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B8t b5 2%, [Hilbert 1899] TIHAHAO X GICE L T, AN M
ETOHRBLES LOBEFKEZWMAET LR FHWOHEBZLOLNPUDHEEL, 2
e 2D ELERRERRZLTVWDS., 2—27 VU v FIFE@wI%, e v~
NEDRETO NG T, &, B/, P& vo 207 a s RIE B Re 7%
BratE s LTEMICERZSN TV, L2L, EARALBMEZOL D X
WL EIFRZRY, FRAEOBRETLIHARZWMETES TONIT, ED KOk
A Lo THMEIT R NWE L., 2L T, AEROFHIZONT [HE]
ERALC X oARCERT LI LT, TovMgtodsnEmsiro 2
ENFRE L T2 o T
ii. BEAEOREEM - ML FEH

NHEM OB - MM ST, AEROANBERMO AN BEEH & LD D,
HDONVEZTOXIRIER RO EVSTEMETH Y, [ E Il
TIEHEMPZOAERE WL DO /NN RITHE L, ABM O ARG B LR
RO ETHEAEDPHAMSY . TODL I EEEA L. 191THFDF =2—J b
HETABMEES ] T, AERICKRDONDEMFEE LT, BPFEEGER L& L
HZ, FEEM - MO R E T 5T b ([Hilbert 1918, p. 148]).

iii. ABEROZLMEFEH

[52 4 M Vollstandigkeit] 1T & L)L b O FZIEBERIFIEIC B W TEE 4
BiEbONHFE L TNWAEED, ORKA2 CHEBEIRATILNEO S H5WMAT
HD 5 ANBRAOEEHEIZOWVWTIEHUTFOLIICH®RRT NS

CORBFRO THFEME] & T2, D>EVINLDORHEDL LR
LCHFEPEINZNWZ L, TEINO0OAEBENLG T RTOHEKME
DEBNRENINDZ L, 2O oD ERIAEHEINRTHIT RS R
V. ([Hilbert 1900a, p. 181]: <FFK « KPR, p. 203, SEMILEHF T &
5H D).

CZITEARALNIAEHRORNELN, brHGOMLEOMELEL LT, &
MictoThrZ i ROTWVD.
iv. ABROEFEMHEITH

NBEZROEFEHRTIZINOEMOOXHFORNTHREEMESTH L. Lol
TlEHEEEE EbICETFFERICOVWTEFELINTEBY, TZhb 0N
DI LTIHFENEIPNRNZ L] EHD. YO L)L O EESS
BIER, 7 7% O XS 19 AR 22 B BRI xh LT, Bl EE
M THoZDIFX ETHRRLEZEY THD. |BPEMEEWHO FEICSOW T
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WETHRT D.
(3.2) FEFAGRBESLRTI O HFEDE B

AEBGRMENL AT O B VXL N O EETwmo Fik, 0 b EFEMEIEVIC
R B I, MRS EMEAER & TRIMEERAR ) C 2T kT 2L 0%
ST bBZEZX DN KDL. UT, TOLEEBLHBICHET D.

T Etim] ORREDO—>2& LMY MY G L% FELGm O EF )G
PIWCIB LT D2 L THAMICIEFH Lz EnEFons. L, Ai#irgS
DEAN T, EEGmoOEFFEEIIMICETT 2P, o EF)ENE
 TEHEN) KA T 248N H D EHF 2 Tuiz (cf. [Hilbert 1900b]).

1904 FEH O FAW st 325 T JFEMHEGER ) X, GEH & R —H s h72id
FHNWCREBEOBELZE S 2 &, MPERERNICEOEFJFEEHIEN %2 5 2 &
HELTebDE o, T TELNIEHMAERNFTIEIL, A XHEFELENENK
FLEOXRB LB TH L%, BFEERMHO TFIELE L TREATIED D28, (1)
BEWAHRLEZELSFOAZHWTAHRERESOERZITV, (2) P OFE
a5 oAmIER72L, @) A EHERBOHRE R NT FEH ) 28 N
L, EZDPoHEFETLOIERPIEILDN W &2 MEET 2%, B OIERRw &
ODIBROADLIZENHEKD. 20 X5 72FEH 50 ENLATIC & O F 7 MR
A RAEM FE A, RO TRIWEERGR) &35, LarL, 1904 FD )
BIEART VI B R AEZERIL, BT tickho iz

1910 FRIC2 Y, PM O FRICAKKEHICIM O MHie Lok L, e L
FMEIZ v N OmBERICBEICHELT DL o7, 1917 FHITIX, FE
BmOBEFEHEIXIT 7 AT =22 b T7ARTTX U MCE D EEGO BTG
MICEB TSN R BT, S ICBHmoEyEEIL Ny Logik)
ZBHBRWTE LT 2FBSH T2 e L TW5 6 ([Hilbert 1918, p. 153]). ¥
bbb, 22T T®MFPEMER] T& o 72 i 8P JE M GE I 2 525G 12
XL THESN, BEGmREZR T, REWNICMET~EESTND.

L2orL, BN ERERO 1920 FEHIC/ZR D &, EIZEICATREEAIIZ
XNTHZARMHOmBEENT Yo —F b8k, B ORI GEW G EE
BT AL, ZOHICe L)L NERF LIS L7 O DR
HEGmTHDH. 51T, 1920 FAFHERTIHIEFTICHIR B RE DK
Rk L TRMEORXEHWEEFEMEEHIEX DN TS, 22 TO
Ham TR DN THEFEICEFFEHTHEEIN, SHICEFOFRFITITwMLE LT
MR Enl, SR THFOHLWEBMTI THY, 22 TT7 vV EDOR
HEREST7 I VUV —50BEBERLLERIEBERNNSG O HikE LT TGEH
Wl AR LT
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4) S DOEE

PLb, GEHAGELAI OB FZREBER BT L ELNL O FEEZ FHICHD
TEREDN, 2ZTO#EMmIZELELETHOBLEOMEZH W, EFDOHR KD
HWE LT, 20 MBORFEBERLZHEFLORNTHRT L Z &1
HDH. ZOHMWORBOEDIZH, REHEREFEZ2 H V72 0715 O AH B AT
TN TWhaholzb L)L MR ERO HIEREOCEFEOH ZITHT
HERELVED TV ZEDRAETHDLHEEZD.

EAXRLEOEFOHFFZICOWVWTEHEEIRY EiF2 2 L IXTER2o R,
BEORNBEOFEELEBFEEMS L E2ERST I HFE=8FFEEDOT — ¥
X, WA FEM LS E T TV TR FRMEO A AR SN FEE R
FEwyZ7ELTExOND. £, BFEAOZ2E I MEOZ RN RME NS
WZoWThH, OB FERBLEOEENOER TELI0b LA,

%

LV RAFEEELIE, FEOMBEICHLTETOMEN, TOMBEBEOEEN
AETESL A2V TAV D ORBEFEHFEI— L+ KA+ (Emil Leon
Post, 1897-1954) ([Z®Te (cf. [BF A 2019, pp. 310-312]).

2 1904 Sl NA T A7 THEBEEZITV, BEICZOMELEICL T
O TERE L EF o EBIzc oW T, ([Hilbert 1905]) # 3 #£ L 7-.

3 ZOBAOEMEELRLEEINTCRBY, EXodERMtEE [T LxF 2T
ADONE] ETREMHEOAT | TEHELTWD. 0B, ZOBEMOATRITH
GRBEFTEILEZIADTAIFATAEBRKICHEY T I LD THD.

L e L NURTOABEEEIMET OB TZIO L) RFENF LI D
DX 1922 F U THD. B, [FHEZ EET HHEX L existentiale Form
x5 [HmE - HE 1993] OFRICHl > TWw 5.

5 B LN BRI W T T EeM Vollstindigkeit) (2 5 &3
LR, (1) ARz 2EME, (2) EHoOEMME, (3) A2 etk (4) &
WM EEE, onThrzEL TV boEEXLND.

6 ZOREH, LV DbIFEIHERDE LN R, Logik & EFICIE WV E B
THWTWA Y, b LA TFHES OB TEENEL S, Y4
FREDOFEWNWFICAI L CHMT 2B ERNDH LA D .

(56) 2%& x|

wWE [2000] TeE AL k& Dy ABEREEIMESTEN?2)
FEEA] , 2000 4 10 A B FEHE T, # 144, 30-41.

W - N R - g [20068] T —F7 v R Ea] , &K SO,
73-310.
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