HERFFEE Research Notes

Tom A FE A T YIS ) BREE S 2 72 0 (AT 28 &4 B

What are Necessary for ‘Happy’ Functioning of Universal Prescriptions?
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Abstract

In this paper I propose the things which are necessary for performing

universal prescription ‘happily’ within Prescriptivism on the basis of
Austin's theory of speech act. According to Hare’s Prescriptivism, moral

statements have two meanings; descriptive meaning and evaluative

meaning. The latter constitutes a prescription, which is a form of

1llocutionary act; i.e. in saying that 'x is good' one prescribes x. There

are three distinctive features of universal prescriptions that distinguish
them from mere prescriptions: universalizability, motivational
internalism, and moral principles.

Austin proposed the things which are necessary for the ‘happy’
functioning of performatives. While Austin’s original proposal explains
mere prescriptions, it does not explain universal prescriptions which
exhibit the three distinct features above. This paper solves this problem
by proposing the things which are necessary for ‘happy’ functioning of

universal prescriptions.
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