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(3) We understand “Everybody loves someone” as meaning that for each person there is

someone or other that he or she loves, not as meaning that there is some single person
that everyone loves. (Gibson 2004:128)

(4) If for example, we take another look at the sentence Everyone loves someone, we
notice that in addition to the unmarked wide-scope reading as a many-to-many
relationship, there is also a (less likely) many-to-one relationship interpretation

exhibiting narrow scope: ‘Every individual loves the same person’. (Meyer 2005:182-

183)
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(5) (25) Someone is loved by everyone
is ambiguous: it can be interpreted either with ‘someone’ in the scope of ‘everyone’ or
(Bromberger 1992:156)

with ‘everyone’ in the scope of ‘someone’.
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(ambiguous)
(Aoun and Li 1993: 67)

(6) a. Someone is loved by everyone

b. Who is loved by everyone? (unambiguous)
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(7) It is said by supporters of Frege that the word ‘somebody’ in such sentences is
ambiguous, so that the sentence [=‘Everybody envies somebody’] could mean either

‘Everybody envies somebody or other’ or ‘There is one person who is envied by

everybody’. (Hanfling 2000: 161)
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(8) John didn’t talk to a friend of mine(, namely Bert).

=There is a friend of mine that John didn’t talk to. (McCawley 1998:442)
(9) Everyone loves someone — namely Bob Hope. (McCulloch1989:104)
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(10) a. {Everyone / All the students} stood up one by one. (distributive)
b. {Everyone / All the students} stood up together. (collective)
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(11) There is somebody whom everybody envies.
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