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Friends PDF Preview = Discussions of the nature of time, and of various issues related to time, have always featured
prominently in philosophy, but they have been especially important since the beginning of the

Author and Citation Info & : L : . . : S
twentieth century. This article contains a brief overview of some of the main topics in the

Back to Top R philosophy of time— (1) fatalism; (2) reductionism and Platonism with respect to time; (3) the

topology of time; (4) McTaggart’s argument; (5) the A-theory and the B-theory; (6) presentism,
eternalism, and the growing block theory; (7) the 3D/4D debate about persistence; (8) the
dynamic and the static theory; (9) the moving spotlight theory; (10) time travel; (11) time and
physics and (12) time and rationality. We include some suggestions for further reading on each
topic and a bibliography.

Note: This entry does not discuss the consciousness, perception, experience, or phenomenology
of time. A historical overview and general presentation of the various views is available in the
entry on temporal consciousness. Further coverage can be found in the SEP entry on the
experience and perception of time. For those interested specifically in phenomenological views,
see the entries on Husserl (Section 6), and Heidegger (Section 2: Being and Time).
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146

ring this contradiction to this third-order A-Series.
We are launched on a vicious infinite regress be-
cause at any point in this regress at which we stop
we are left with a contradictory A4-Series. The
curse of contradiction pursues us down this long
infinite regress, being a sort of baton that each
A-Series passes on to the A-Series which is one-order
higher than itself.!

There are two different type of answers given to
McTaggart’s argument by analysts: (1) the B-
Series alone is sufficient to account for time—the
A-Series being reducible to the B-Series—and
therefore the A-Series is not essential for the reality
of time; and (2) the A-Series alone is sufficient to
account for time—the B-Series being reducible to
the 4- Serles———but the concept of the A-Series does
swer (1), to be
: attacks McTag-
gart S positl '*" that the A-Series
is essential for time. It supports this contention by
argumg that contrary to what McTaggart said,

ible eries.? Answer

‘| , ¥basically

agrees with McTag? ';' &1 that the
A-Series is both necessary and fundamental but
demes hlS negatlve the51s that the concept of the

O YTAY < 41 L] 4 %
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time. His analysis is phenomenological, being
based on the way in which temporal positions
appear to us, but everything he says could be recast,
and for purposes of clarity needs to be recast, in a
linguistic idiom which describes the different ways
in which we talk about temporal positions. He
begins by saying:

Positions in time, as time appears to us prima facie, are
distinguished in two ways. Each position is Earlier
than some and Later than some of the other posi-
tions. . . . In the second place, each position is either
Past, Present, or Future. The distinctions of the former
class are permanent, while those of the latter are not.4

This can be rephrased linquistically as:

There are two fundamentally different ways in which
we make temporal determinations. First, we can say
that one event is® earlier (later) than some other
event; and, second, we can say that some event is now
past (present, future). The sentences employed in
making claims of the first sort make statements having
the same truth-value every time they are uttered,
while the sentences employed in the second sort of
temporal determination may make statements having
different truth-values if uttered at different times.

. “\ L] .
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what we mean by these expressions. The account McTaggart
gives seems to result in the absurd conclusion that time is
unreal. What must be done is to replace McTaggart’s account
of time by a more adequate one that will not involve this
absurd result. The serious answers to McTaggart’s paradox
are those which attempted to do just that.

Analysts have given three different types of serious an-
swer: (1) The B-Series alone is sufficient to account for time;
(2) the A-Series alone is sufficient, but the concept of the
A-Series does not contain a contradiction; and (3) either the
A- or the B-Series alone is sufficient to account for time, but
they must not be confused with ®ach ott _otherwise para-
doxes arise. Answer (1), to be called the {‘B-Theory Answer,’
attacks McTaggart’s positive thesis because 1t denies that the
A-Series is necessary for the reality of time. Answer (2), to

be called the {"A-Theory} Answer,” agrees with McTaggart’s
positive thesis t at the

A-Series is both necessary and funda-

mental, but denies his negative thesis that the concept of the

A-Series is contradictory. Answer (3), to be called the

“Either-Way-Will-Work Theory Answer,” attemapts to show

that, whether we affirm or deny McTaggart’s positive thesis,
D
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1962. TENSED STATEMENTS

This paper will attempt to show that the tensed and tenseless modes of
speaking about temporal facts are not both equally workable and legitimate.!
First I would like to indicate briefly why the much discussed and disputed
question whether or not everything sayable in the tensed mode is equally
well sayable in the tenseless mode is of such vital importance. Two o
theories of time have been prominent in twentieth century analytic philo-
’ The theory held by Russell and others® claims that the concept of
time is analyzable solely in terms of the timeless relations of ¢ earlier and
later than ’’ and *‘ simultaneous with ’, hereafter to be called ¢ B-relations ’’
The B-relations are fundamental and primitive, and the pastness, présérit-
ness and futurity of events, hereafter to be called ‘¢ A determinations ”, are

analyzable in terms of or reducible to B-relations between events, but not
vice-versa. The opposing theory held by Broad and others® maintains that
the A-determinations are fundamental and primitive and that the B-
relations between events are analyzable in terms of or reducible to A-
determinations of events, but not vice-versa. Th uslha,' to vi since
it holds that the A-determinations of events are reducible to bB.relations
between events, entails that tensed statements (i.e. statements referring to
the A4-determinations of events) are always translatable into tenseless state-
ments (i.e. statements referring to the timeless JB- relatlobetween events)
iholding that

without any loss of meaning ; whereas 'f"‘ ro theo, 3
e to B-relations,

the A-determinations are primitive and therefore not reducih
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Gale 1967)

4. David Zeilicovici, “Temporal Becoming Minus the Moving Now,” Noiis, 23, 505-524, 1989. Reprinted in
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