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Abstract

This paper discusses the critique of ethical theory presented by
Bernard Williams. Although his critique of ethical theory has been
interpreted in various ways among researchers, these interpretations
fail to capture the central point of his critique. In this paper, first I will
mention several problems of these interpretations and next will argue
that the central problem of ethical theory Williams brought up lies in an
ambition of “discursive rationality” that promotes clear understandings
of ethical thoughts and practices through abstract and general reasons
and inferences. The fundamental objection to ethical theory is that its

conception of rationality misunderstands our ethical life and the world.

(1) HRERT—~
KO RIT, "—F—F - 40 U7 L2X0mBFHGHATH D, K
ik, XA fEML-MAEFHEGBOFPLEE —GHEFZHBZBZOL O N

CHERNTFLOMBE——Z2MRLESTDIZL2HEMNET S,

(2) MEDOHER -« BITHRE

20 AL IO M FICB W TIHEHNIC R o 2@t & LT, K im (Anti-
Theory) WO b DO H L 1, KEGwmE T, B ZHR IR D28 H01 D
ﬁﬁ%%%momfwﬂmbf%zéw#:%@%%0 TH 8 1) 72 07 V5 SR 0
3.3 | (Robertson 2017: 678) Th 5, B FHm LI, TxOmEN R FE
BIZOWTORRMTHEHBNZHA L 52, BESLEREIZSDWTO
R ERESCHEBEAED, THOLEEEINT I T e —-F 0O -2 ThHD
(Williams 1985: 80), &R b L L TIFIFERSHT - FEE. EZH
FEREDDHY, CAOLOHEBITIBACELIETEHBIROMAFITE N TXH
BLAY 72 MU 2 5D T & 72 2, Bl I BT 5 B G 2O LEEEmOT
fm—%%ﬁéféﬁ%%ﬁ%bti%f%éo&uwz BB G 22 0% PR
DNWNRLIZBEECMUNEEZEST 200 F@mAEICE > TR D (e.g. Chappell
2009; Stocker 1976; Wolf 1982), D 7=, Kz FH 31T TV D DI
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EARMICITHEBICH T 520K EHN THMBA 2 RETH D 3,

AMTHEETAUV AV TAREFI) LEKAGORBNRZHBEDOO &LV T
HO, o HITREREBEEL S TE, TR LLDLLT ., Z 0L
DRA L NBHREBEH I AT EONDZ ETDRY, LD bIF, MBS
HimZzobOllxt T 2HOMHOBESEZWHEICHET2HXATDLTHTH D
s, MEHEOMRICEINIE, o V7 AR HEFPHANRIREC BB LS.
ABEEE VST BEEZREAEL CLE I N LD, TN Fx OB OB L
Xt F (engagement) OffifE Z A YIS FML TLE W, FTx I XTEERO A
HICBWTHIASNTLE WO MHEITR o2& &5 (Nagel 1986:
189-193; Thomas 2024: 50-53), 4 LA A, B ERSL I P EFRELE V- T
WHEZHEBIIZ) LEHEEZ LS LICHET IS ESE R EBOMEL &
LE®EIDL, V4V T AR WL HO20@mX T ) LEMEZHEML TV
% (Williams 19765 1982), L2 L7225, Z 5 L 7= FEEMREIXM o fHH
FHBHHMICB TR LN RRATIERWVWEEZEZTE XD, T O AT Rk
TR/RATHELT, 22T, RERKROMRE, ZohLomy2BEIZHED
TR oTDONITONTERL D,

ST, V4 V7 a2 XomBEFHEGHAD NLETCHDICHEREI AT 2
STHHBELTEZLNDIDIE, RKOMRBEOFERICALNLDI VL 2»
OHLH ZPAFEICXBI LTI ol b, W02 DOTHDH, Z 2Ly
L., ZERORXJMBGFEHETHEEERTTIZ 2D, T, HoEm T EEHE @
HAHGHHICEK L THRID22 N TES, BIA TR, ESNTE-DY
72 7% % (obligation) °%5 % (duty) & WO &L T LIS 2 5 R 72 E 78
DEFZFNERPHOFZLEIN TS, TRICHLTHEETIE, L 2EF
JARNER Y MaBl TP OB LR Z T ZREBEOBEZLE VWS O MNE U
FTEMIZCENLN T2 b TESLTLLERy, RICEFIZ, BHEICBIT 2 #H)t
OGN, bbb 2 mBMNEELIKRH - BmMICHEMFELAATAL LT D
AHEEMNRBLICOST LW MREZERT S, 72, WMEFEHGRIH L
—MICFEOLNDIEOERICOVTEL, ZZIWZEL I —EHOXMMAPHFEALEL TW
Do FIE, MAOmBEFEBAEENE LS, MEFEBTOL DO
L Lzt EoRBTH D, HITEBRIZ, YOU g v 7 OfMESE KRG
THRT, 22F THRERBCHRAOMBED &LIX. KR fm B 5 8
DERBETv Y=zl MZRHFAORBES & 5] (Williams 1982: 153) & i &
KAlLTWDd, EOEHRITSH., MEFTHmEO L O OFE A @B o 25
EHMEICKB LN B L TWwd (Williams 19858 chs. 5-6; 1989: 47-50),
CORXRBIVBEFEEARNEY | MEBZHEBEOLOIZHIT LA IH O
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BELHBAZHEMIT DI EITTERY, 207120, MEFHERBET O L OITE
HOMBEEWA»NT X, oEwmezBMERTLILERND 5,

(3) EFDEE

T MEFHBLEOLONW A D FOLME & ITMNEH O RN TTIE,
TN MEFEBIAFOHFLELTHLIICEZ TWD THHEEMNA M
(discursive rationality) | (Williams 1985: xvi), T 2 b bl EELE
BICHOWT OB 28 a2 igr - — KM RHEBCHRmEZE LT CTHFICE
KLEI>EET2/88MEICHD, 2L T, ZTNEHEGT 2 A 8 1K 7 fm 22 MH
EEAxDYV T AREICOVWTRANPOGBRMFELTLEI, ZOBMZZ, M
FHWmZOLOOMEICMA SR, THETOMRNTIE, MBEFTHERHNL A
MESCEFENRES., APRHARZHRALTCLEI VI ZERNFRICKR -, T
oo TNHEOHLAATFHADNEDERLAEET HICHWSBABKRT 2EKRZRME
EZR, L2PLHLSETCIoRHREREOBRMIIMHBEI2METHL, LAY
AV T LZXOHHOELIEL, TOERERENRAMIT 2~ OmMBALNEESE
BOMETEMRLBMICK L TCREET LI LRV EWVS RITHD, DED
ZTOBRMRFE A OmMBHERSAEOMNE L TERERI RV E WD T LAY,
iy B PR S R T DR A e L & 22 D D 72 (cf. Williams 19858 98), T,
I EAEMICED LS RBRMOMBELEHEML T DEA I 0,
HEGoOMAZ, ToEEEEFHRECHD, Tobb, BENEKRTOLN
FHETOZOMmMPRETIMBEHRICHES 2L TR—OfMmar EH T
HEVIRICHD, TOLEMmEAANCT 7 EAARICT 272012, B
. mERARE & R T 2 E R ECHEGR D HIE. ZOM B L 72 D FFE O fi
HEZBEEICOWTOGHRELALLEZHINIDZ LD THD Z LA EK
Th. VAU T AR F I oMRMAE [HRUMNAEEX (expository
rationalism) | (Williams 1985: 111) & OV, & 5 BIMR° Fhe = 2% d fif 1K
Wil S _R&ETIE AW E T 5 FHME (transparency) O HEA L L L oo,
ThnEMHT L, T 2bb, WA HEZOEFT IIEZAMOHBEN L 1T X
TLHBEHINDLIBDOTIERWIE2Y N, ZOHEFEITELZELMBEREL
WO bOEEAERTW D,

HEN, MEMOZRBEBIZARZRDIICOVTOEMSEMICE S NE
TiEZ2WwWEWS [(FWHMED) EEIX, Lo 0BERICEENLDIH LD D
BaPHRENHARMWICHERENDEIREE, EWVWIHEELITE-TLHD
LD ThD, TNONZODHADOHEFTHDLZ LT, AN REKIC
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DNTEZNIERALNEAS, T2bb, MAMOBEKEITFEHLRY IC
EINBRVWTIELWEREDRZ LI EELEN, TOMEBOEHENERIC
HRENAERLRWVWEEZEXZ2D0IEFENTH S (ibid.: 1135 & HF FEINH
TEEMHL).

ZOXO, MEMNEBSSEROT TR, MEFRHEBASEET D X 9 il
FTHRAIBTHL2 DT TRV, FxrDZE, BOLDOEETHNWERERT
270 PR, R—= T —RKANELOBELRBEAREZENRT L LV M
MAECHBEZLL TR T2 EOEENREHTH-> TIFLWEET,
L2L, TNHEADEOHLVWEICHDLIE NI Yy P AV FRETHIINT
BRoEBEREDHBAELHRABETRTIRLE R NE WY BEIL, BN
REMBERIC O VW TORM R TITHBNRIEX FZA D 5,

O ST, MEPHEBIEYLICOVWTHE S A IEEN R EZHITH
HbobhTnwd, 74UV T7 XL, MEZHEBEOIEOHHHKE .
THRbbHEAOHEHBOITHDONICILTARENICELVWEDNE WS Z &%
B TIE AR (justificatory reasons) | (Williams 1985: 124) % BK T
DREBEC I THEAHIND, DFED, MEAFZHEGII., TXTOEBRITS
ZDOWT, T o & EXN T 28BN RBEANEINENICEI T, TUHRA
HUONARHEMONEZRETEDHDENVWIREEITI EEND,

LML, ZOBREFEMTH D, b, VoV T AX2EhiE, Fx
DEBLATAHIIZ., WEPHwmAREST I ELE I TEKRRSENEK TS
HE - AAEHEO R LODRFEET IR, b xid, BHORTHS D /N— |
T HMLBADRNTWNWDLEE, N—= T —ZRIIHITDHLENI1TH
WIESLHEHR A MLEL LEZDL2DIERY Th 5 (Williams 1976), 2 ER 5
. ZOTAIR.TZEDOANREIICAHSDO/N— M F =06 &) Hlipip
MZTTCEEMER 2SN NETE, E2A0, MBEFTHEmICINIT., &R
RBEBLVSLEEZNETNOHEGBIEAE T H5MEABEIZE SV TEDOITHIC
— R EYNILEBEEE XD ETLN., TOTAEZARENITA L L TR
SFAHZEEFTERY, L2LIZH LEEEBIEX, TAXHESTEAB THN
X T—20 R EE ] (ibid.: 18) ZITHFICH VWD Z LI > TLE W,
TABZOEBKEITADOKREEZKbECLES, £/, TN ITAOIENE
AT 2B EELTH, EnE THESZEEOMEBE ) (Darwall 2006:
15) Lo TLED, 2FEV ., HHINKZE AN D Z & D EMEA e EIE TH
BIEEWIEENL, ZONRKIEFTHEALS RV EWVIHRaEHTONEBRY TH
LZEol, R=rFr—FBF L5 LA ERRIELZVE NEFHEEIC
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KTHEVWIHEENS, ZORBMITIELL AV EWVWI fHmadzHTOEE- T
WD,

ZoXEHIE, MEFHEHBEITRTOBESITAICSDVWT, ThANRAHEMNE
EEINDTEDITIET R ELYILEBANREARARETRITINNIERL 2N ESE X
LD, LrL, 29 LEEBEEELITERY, TrxnE LM R ICix, fma
FHWmPBERTDHDEIIORARRLELGZMLEL LRVWEHEOEMNL, S 51T
EZEH) LEEHZ2ECHBEOFEMAGFEL TNDLIDOTH D,

T, MEZHEBEIONOXR LR D MENEEZCEEIC OV T oA
g AR Lo, ExEFE] (Williams 1985:18) #35l & AN b, 74
bH, BETLIZLOBEREBEL, IF LR VERYLBMESLCER %2 H
WHH =D — A ANDZET, BMiRET AL THDL DD FEMRE
HTHLEVWIBLOEALZNETANLIOLE, 29 LEEBLERNRTLIIM
HPHREAN G THDL, EWNIDLH TELHRVDBEVERLNLTTYE o T,
BEZLOFBHIIOWTAUFHINPDERICEALZMET THWAZ 522D L0,
BRI R R~ O E WD O, BEmOREMNREELELLE, 20
IO MEFRHEBITNADR AR E T I2MEANEZLREIZON T, EXE,
AL VWS TELMRY —EM, MAODHNEEZLERWHELEBETH -
T, Bx OomBMHREAEEZMRNTE 5 E5 25 (cf. ibid.: 129-130),

Lol BxERMRRAAL LI L oML R & & o IE i e BEE I
BlET DL n, FExE, U ERIMEANEEZ BB ICIEIRD
REDEVSTEHMEICREL., DM ERITBECREZ IR KET 2HEEL W
STEbDIZWRET D, 20K DT, fi B 5B 1 M B A E 2 5 B 58 2 8t
KREL, Bfigbo AT &T, rxromBEMHEREAITO>NTO—
w7 AT 5, L L, T c AMOEME CHEARN AL WD
Lo T VT 4 BT H L AEIIF TV D (Robertson 20178 685), F ~
DMBHEESLEBRIESCTE L Vo HVHMANARMET T T, BEHS
BB, BMELVSLLAEENARRVIEATH bDENATEYD . 2o x DA
ARBECHERE., DRE VS EEZHERAGBEMNRSZTELRERBREMO &0
WZhod, ZTHLEFMZRERLBEMT 272010, b exinT o EER
MENEBEEILERZOTH> T, TRLUTFTTERs T RVDOTH D
(Williams 1985: 19), 2L TCvU 4 U7 AXIZ LT, Bimo Z 5 Lcn
T ZOoD0FBENL-T-LEAIC,. EFNb 2T N TELLBOEE
MWRWVWNED  ZNbZFHMICHET 22 LT TERy] (ibid.) & W9,
(EHEIC SOV TOAEERMAEZF I (ibid: 20) OB EICKE SN TS,
L2L, ABICBE DN ZEELRRBROMEBI A HAICHKAMRER b DI
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LHEFOEENHFAE LR EN ST, ADHAXDORENRREHLR LD
b ciEaeizn, BEoXoic, BmoETERMNEM S 2, W
WM orOMELEEHFTDEVIRERAGHEEEMBRICIL IO TWVWD,
TOEDIE, MEEHRIIRER L GHEMERER LA HEERICL s THADY
TR MEMNEZS L ERICOWTHaTZHEEZ LD, VT ARMED
HBETHNALTVWLIZOHREEICZONVWTOEZETLEALHBG L nEMT
Ty, ZoMBIT. ZRAHHENBSZEH 2D L, WMENRFEMIC
DNWTORBUEEZBRNCTLI2AEERLOTHDL, LT, ZOMERIRAED
2, WEROMBAIERH L CX 2k A EBMEMELZLELTOTH D,

4) 5D EYE
% 1% 1T é%@%ﬁ O 4V T LAAOKEROSLE NS %RERT D
FPA9MEICE,M L., TREaBELTHBOTmMEEZERNL - W,

%*K\%%@%ﬁm\ﬁ@?ﬁ%%ﬁﬁﬁ&%fiﬁw&mim%z;
BT HHLENDD, Lz, KB dMB PR 2REESEEBE. &
LDVITEBERN YL RAE - B RIcE I 2 ME TR O = — X &0’
T D50 b Ly (Nagel 1997; Nussbaum 2000), % 1. E£FH OMRER
., MERHEGBOT e —F 2B ELTCLE-REDL, AT MEBEMNRD L O
WOoOWT—ERKEDEIITEZNIZI VO EWVIRMICEZDILEND D,
e ziE, KamBFEEZ UV V7 AP mErEBGoREMERLII > b D%
MHEHAELTHRWVWE LT, #oEimO G ER « MmN m 4R E S R
b LAy,

IO DOREMICISET D0 id, KBGO0 fi B 5 B 12 B> TR
bHrEEBEORG, SEMEREMETLIZENTE, OoZEbEZHWVWSL Z &
THAFMAFZHEBIIHFAD2EIV LI EFIRo TS ZENRTEDL LW
Yk EREIRTNRE LR, 22T, EHWERNEEZ L > XD [
HPEOMENKMFIRIZE o> THBEORELE 2L, 22 TIEZES LEEHED
NARZEREL YD 2O EEEZREBL T I,

— O FMBENER OB S ETHDH (Williams 1985: 103), Z it H AR M
EOBRZLFHETLE VWS T7 v —LHROEZEZET O TIERL, YW
FE,E, EEE Vo, SEIEREELCRVBMETERIEINS 2 F LI
Bl RO HEMNBERCHKBREZTL B L E S TS EARAEET., 20O RIT,
Fx NEMNEEDRGE TCED L) RBMESCR T 2@ L TR 2 ML IKRR
THNELHEN - 2R ZELCHLNIL, 9 LEEMBESCKBROH
DT ZBEATETHEAITZEIRIEBI NSV BHEHMMEICLET D

uu[

1
>
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LD ThDH, TrFE, MEBEFHBIFEOGHEMEHEMBICESIBILER
MEmZEZ > 2B L7, L2rrLUy 4 VT AXI2ENIE, TE0LZ A
TroFELMBEIZX, MENBENZ T2 L0l RTELLEN)
ZETHY TN IAEAIITELIETZLOBEEZEDLRTRE RS20
(ibid.: 130),

b oD BN THRE] (ibid: 189) Th s, MEEMH L EH L
L. A EOLICLTHAEMBBEICOVWTOREZETCEZI Vo, &
WOBMBERKBERHER THLI T4 VT 2RI LRV, 20L&
T, MBEICEDMEEET L RITNVIXEFAREWICHEKSFL 2, tha b
HAOHEEHZ DOREOEIFICHEZELS R TEDODNLD BIE ORI
it CnsZ e, ZoMEICHLT LT ERL2rb LAY, MET
HmEHRIPHRICL - THAEMICELWTAZEH L, ZhL a2 HIEICHEZ
THAEZEDL LI ALXICERT S, LrrL, AERWVWICELSBEADLY 95%F 9
LTEMBITEAICL s TR THICODLEHOLDTIER WY, L LAZNIT
Teax NHELEELER T, T LTEEOXLEZ O OMEB & o H 5208
VAEDLEAZRELRBRT 2T THIZDOT TWSEHOLDEASH, 2D X H I,
Bx OMBOEGIIHEENERSCELHKE., Moy r 7, 72
J R ~DREFELE VS TEEIEWVERBEEZBELE THIZOWTWLS BEIC X - THE K
Shad, EWn) AL KEROMIMFIIAEA LN TE S,

&

Vel L. Hem e dimibEmic o+ 2 BEA KT ES O HFEET D (cf
Nussbaum 2000: 227-229),

2 L, HEmETLEENEN ERE Vo R EEREDFEITERN R
VA MBI ERICE A AN SN D O, R A5 i TS (Chappell
2009; Hooker 2012), AR TIE S Lbb ., IR EXZLH P EHR. BHE
BRET LIV T AANERBIZELAT A2 LG 2mMBE TR E AT LITT 5,

3L vni, REGRIIEMBOLRFHSLHEEZM BT > TR biT Tl
72\ (cf. Robertson 2017: 678),

2 v VT AR omBETEmHARBEIATHY S TLBNT 7
A N T&® 5 Ethics and the Limits of Philosophy (1985) % @ & L /=&
% Ethics Beyond the Limits (2018) 2B W TH, i 0B FH L H 2 &
BETH3mFTAFAEET, BRMICE LRI N TV D63 TS X [E G SCHE I
SN TWND KDL DHTH S (cf. Smyth 2018),

5ov—H e XA AT, METERICIEITARIA DA TRHICEEH
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LAREN, DONPLOHORAEIFNTWALIMENLLIZ EZ2ETHRDDL, L
LZOLET, B Z< ZAFOHMICBRAELAELTNLI D, BHERTEH
RS W o b DDOEBEOT X TNEESHLARBTHLL EHEET S L IR
LW ERERT S5 (Nussbaum 2000: 235), & 2 AN, ZOxRBEFERIC, B
WMNEI VS ERAER A SO EDLIICLTHFOHED —D2>Th D fa
HAMFEBEITOWTOHMARHMIZET 200, Lo REMIZMIND,

(6) 2% XM
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