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A Dilemma for the Annihilation Account
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Abstract

This paper argues that David Benatar’s annihilation account faces a
serious dilemma. I first outline two accounts of the harm of death: the
Deprivation account and the Annihilation account. The former sees
death as harmful due to the loss of future goods, while the latter views
death as harmful not only because of the loss of future goods, but also
because it annihilates the individual. I highlight a dilemma that the
Annihilation account must face regarding whether intrinsic and
extrinsic harms of death can be compared. Depending on the answer, the

account encounters serious problems.
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