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Abstract
Katarzyna de Lazari-Radek and Peter Singer argue that the belief in
the principle of universal benevolence cannot be evolutionarily
explained and thus avoids evolutionary debunking arguments. Critics
have challenged this view by attempting to provide evolutionary
accounts for the origin of this belief. However, these accounts, though
promising, need to be complemented. To this end, I suggest an
explanation of the principle of universal benevolence as having arisen
from partial altruism, which, when combined with analogical reasoning,

expanded the scope of moral consideration to all sentient beings.
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