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Abstract

This paper considers the position of concepts: where and how do they
function in our experience and lives? We will first refer to the McDowell—
Dreyfus debate, which concerned conceptual capacities. The need to make
intelligible the connection between absorbed experience and reflective
thought and the similarities and differences between humans and animals
with respect to rationality will be found there. We then refer to the
ecological view on language and describe an appropriate theory that can
meet this need. Concepts will be seen as material tools used in social

practice, and conceptual capacities as the skill to use these tools.
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