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The risk of minimizing inversion thesis in standpoint theory
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Abstract
In this paper, I will first summarize the recent debates surrounding
feminist standpoint theory and confirm that the focus of these debates is
mainly on the epistemic justification of the "inversion thesis". I will
then indicate that standpoint theory in recent years has accepted the
claims of the inversion thesis in a way that unduly weakens them in
relation to empiricism. I argue that the tendency to 'minimize' the
recent inversion thesis can significantly weaken, or even contradict, the
methodological imperative of standpoint theory, that 'inquiry should
start from a marginalized experience'. Finally, I show the need to
distinguish between the concepts of epistemic privilege and epistemic

advantage as a way of resolving the above problem.
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