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Eliminating intuitions with the natural kind approach?

Revisiting Hilary Kornblith’s epistemology

Abstract
Recent developments in experimental philosophy and
metaphilosophy have raised concerns about the reliability of
philosophical intuitions. In response, alternative methods
that purportedly avoid reliance on intuitions have been
proposed. One such method is “the natural kind approach,”
as advocated by Kornblith (2002), which treats the subject
matter of philosophy as natural kinds rather than as
concepts. This paper evaluates whether the natural kind
approach in fact avoids reliance on intuitions and argues
that it remains doubtful. The Kornblithian demonstration of
the natural kind approach depends on a contested
epistemological view, the justification of which seems to

inevitably involve appeal to intuitions.
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