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A Constructivist Justification of Deductive Inference and Knowledge
Through Deductive Inference
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Abstract

Prawitz characterizes two features of deductive inference: (i) its ca-
pacity to justify the assertion of the conclusion, and (ii) an epistemic
compulsion to accept the truth of that conclusion. He calls these
features, respectively, the legitimacy of the inference and the neces-
sity of thoughts, and aims to define deductive validity in such a way
that these features can be explained by valid inferences. This paper
first surveys Prawitz’s critique of standard, “traditional” accounts of
validity and outlines his own approach. I then turn to a difficulty
internal to his approach, the recognizability problem, which concerns
the extent to which an inferential agent can be reflectively aware that
she is in fact justified by her inferences. Finally, I examine Prawitz’s
response to this problem and discuss his condition on justified asser-
tion from a reliabilist point of view.
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