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Abstract

In many metaphysical inquiries, philosophers often appeal to
theoretical virtues such as simplicity and explanatory strength, and
employ inference to the best explanation (IBE) to select theories that
seem truth-conducive. This note examines two major criticisms of this
procedure, those advanced by Bueno and Shalkowski (2020) and Ritchie
(2022), and reassesses its methodological validity. In particular, we argue
that Ritchie’s challenge raises broader issues that cannot be settled
without a prior account of truth itself. Accordingly, we suggest that a
theory of truth should precede evaluations of the truth-conduciveness of

IBE within metaphysical inquiry.

1. FET —~

Kiw &, B Lo Hikmlz btz SoMEZH >, BAERRIZE,
i LN o IZEmAEE L IBE OB AN OHKT 52 LN TE,
ZORNTHROBEMEZHFORBICEATLEEEZRO L, L) FRERIZY
R ohG ez R 5,

2. FEOHE X - BITHAR

2.1. BimWEM L IBE

B EF—H2WIEE<TF—K—DO HIEROUBEHAZBZET HHETH
5 A 2% (metaphilosophy) 13, L OEHZEEEKICE T 2 EEFEHFO — &
EHRLTWD, ZORNTHEED—DLRoTWVWDHON, i EFICBIT
% ML (theoretical virtues) B8 X OV, BIFHEEIC S & S KB DO
B ~od #tim (Inference to the Best Explanation, LA F IBE) DO ffi H ® &
Thd, ZOMBEIL, EBEICEIEmMEFEARB T (HFikiwmn) HEitk &
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WO T TALURDOKR—Y XA L@ EMBELTWVD (see also Ritchie (2022),
p. 203), DX V| Q%ﬂ?kﬂ%ﬁ'ﬁtiﬁi‘k H 2 IBE # H W CTEGRI®BIR L T
WaEFTNE, NS EHFEROBLEALLHEEHNTHY, LN > THRE
0N IBE Z AW BB CEEBEICHKIDI L TW D o X, Bifi B3 RERIC
IBE # HWTHEGER TR T HEA9, EWOHRORBIENPBEIZ/Z 5T
WHDOTHh D,

LIBE D i ELRTIC, 22 THMMEMICH &5< IBE & v ) G iR
BWEREEZHBICATEEZY, -0, BmmEfEs X, +o B
A M 2 TV D R E —E O B M%@@_k% KT D, P ER TR
ThdHEIT. TOHEGMNERZ O FE D B 5 (truth-conduciveness)
EROLEWVWS T EIZELY, ?@b%rﬁ MEBLEIZIHIHEH/mPETDH D
. FLEREZTANDICET LI LRI LW EEZRT LR, HDOH
i AFE ORI TH D) (Keas (2018), 2761),

WIWWIBE L3, 55 FEHD VTR EHHAT L —SU EOBHAT 5 MG
DHEZONTE, G200z L) I<HBHATELIEmEZERST H——%F
ODHMIZEVBMNEHRFEEZRO2—HmERDOZ%2ET, w2z, #H

B EME IBEIX.IBE 2172 BBICIE LIE LIFHEGBHOEBE VO BEEIH O
bhd, EWHORBTHEKRT D,

BlziE, VeyranA»roEbl-tLEy (ZhafiboHEELET D), Fx
EZOFEEZHIWATIE, B T2 208 mEExLH LN TEDL, —D
F, VTR ENICKE o THETLEET2EBG T THD ., 99—
. EHAMMPY I3 zEros L THmIcEELTEETOER U THD,
Bx3HmUEZERTHIANECKH LT, ORTZOBEMITIFEELZHNAT HBEICR
HARREEFDBIAATWHWDE N, EEOB G ITHEM 2B T C-+ 4238 A6
tkﬁ T oA D, TDEE FAITHEMME (simplicity) & W 9 BlEmAY £

MIZbEOWTHm TOERTEEAHGRL WD, 2o X5 IBE IEH
WHRHERICB VN TIHEFIC—HRUICTH R TS &R k5,

2.2. TRIZB T H2HBHERML IBE

Timothy Williamson |X., {7 ® % & IBE 2 I O 2T 2 0FEE O
REMZ2— NTH %, Williamson (2016)(2 35> T, Williamson (% IBE % 7
7 X7 T 4 772 )71 (abductive method) &%%Tﬁiki“(“ H 2 F % T IBE
DHWLNDO L, TH%TH IBE2XEGRRNROBETCHVWLNLDRNE T
&5 (should) & FiET L5, LA E kﬁﬁrﬁaT?ﬁ)ﬁ"iZ%ﬂk& LEo9, Z
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DEE FE-ICTITEELEAELTWRITNRIZERLR W, & W) /RO LMt
R AIZBTZLENHE KL, Z LT EZr0#ESLERRLLTHDRHIE. TIiX
Il oEFELEFH-TIZ L TELLIFMEIND, Thbb,

fRBICE 21X, Fh [ L ITHEAME EREEZ DR ZE R L TWRITH
ﬁ@%ﬁwo%LTﬁE@@E%ﬁ%kLT+n:%mx:?%%f%
D, DOBAEHTLIVEEAL TV DI RLIE, PRUbRIIHKEDOHH~O
HimlicEV Ens TZHRIT L7259 (p. 266),

Williamson (Z X #ViX, 295 L7277 %277 77Kk (IBE) KRR
P TRhAOEFRHEFIZOLHVWLNDLZ ENTED, bHbAHAAL, ZDLEHIZ
Wi SN THRBRYV THLHZLEIHFITHVHEDL, LrL, DO LITHEETE
EExEY%YT DT TIEZ e Williamson IR T 5, 2 2 TR Z %
(fallibility) (Z{#E B L CT& X 9, Williamson X5 X 512, IBE X E 7
DAL LIFEBERICES DT THEARY, LA, ZOXHICL THEMN
NHEGwmIT.BLTRETHLIROLIEX, ZNEHEST L2 T*PETH D ERE
L7ZEZIC EZ LD ILKHHATEDLEA), EVWOHETEMNRBEMNEEZFFOO
To b (Ibid),

L2rL, figlcsd 5 IBE Ooffi H i Williamson I X > TO AR EFR I T
WDHDIFTIERY, iR, Ay B 20BN ICREXESND XD, HHITHEM
MR oM mlERELIHCHGBHOMNMEZ TLTx, BROREXHNRIE
M k53 T& %5 Theodore Sider & Williamson & [A#k, & ¥ (4 05 & 135
I EF) BT L IBEDRERANZYIEEEZLMEEDO - ANTh D,

FHEGIICREEEERT D2 o TOIZ I A v DOFRBIIELMBENT
Wh, EHICL TR FOHBOFAEMEBFE L L, 20O b, BRI
BT, iHAMNRELZRL, SOl VEBGERANTHD, Loz
BTy vk a5 (Sider (2011), p. 125 ¢f. Bueno & Shalkowski
(2020), pp. 457-8)

Sider I2& > T, ZOXI RBEmMUEMICT A LHERTHEIZLINEN I
JTE Ry, 20 LEERE, R OHEICH > T % -——Sider DRI T

RS ICH » THI 2 > T3 (carving at the ]01nts)J (Ibid) —O TH %,
b L “C%A <9 5 ., Williamson X° Sider o (IHFRAIETEICEH - - #H i Ic 52
FEHEMH, HOLWVWIETHROMEDO K Z L TLE L, ZAITEGRMWET & IBE
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AICETA2HEOOEELEMTH 5,

2.3. TEOEM - IBEEH~DHLH

R, ZOX) M EHEICESS IBEOERIIT, FEOHERO L mW T
BERFLGHRERELEH T2 LEARBICTLHEA I, ZLOEM ELFH
LN IBE Offi HAZEWmMICE LHEHBHWICE LBAET L2 - F T, 1< o
HHFRRFICEBAINLTWS, T2 TIHE, fF 0 EEHH L LT Otavio
Bueno & Scott A. Shalkowski IZ KX 5 b @ & Jack Ritchie ilZ X2 6 D& H D
EFs, MEFIEXZOMEICHL, EAENERLIA AN AR L TV
HEVWHIET, MEOCAKBEZLELZDZDIZRKRELS KL DT T THL D,

ZM TiX. % — 12 Bueno & Shalkowski (2020) Dt # B> TH X H, F
PTLOEOSEFHmOERRCL EOLHERORBRAZIRRT S5, 21X IBE O
MG EANICEMETCHDL, T2b05,

1.bLb28m THAMETIHAHERE Y bEEORTEAL TWHHIT,
TIIETH D

2. TEHEETIHEAERBIVOEEORNTEALTVD

STIFETH S

EWVORATHD (p.460), ZOHWMB NV ICZYTH D ETHIiE, B
EEICHLESLKIBE W) FRE PO HEGTOEZ/Bwm CTE D, M, 20
WD ERYBTHLLLEZREI LT DRLIE, ZOORIEOANNT L%
HETNIX LV, Bueno & Shalkowski lZ 2N H OFi#EN VTN HEY TH
LLEVH FREZBTFOICEML TS,
B—DRMBEICOWVWTRD &, ZZTIEHEBRBORFERICE T 2 BEAKH 0 F 2
WXt TThbhTnd, FlAIE, —RICT P AFZAORIFIT, =
NNV = ADRILFIZHR > TRbonhimbtansd, 20, B EHEOB A
TIHZ OHEHE——/ M., Bk, il H, Fx——CTT bbb~ FADHNR
ARV ADHLOXDEEATWHIEEWNS, DFED . B —OFIRITERED
BYEERCHRLLTEDLYL, ZL T, F_opiRiX, 2O HmNEE
HEBCZOHBGIETHIERELEZETRATRERBEB TCE 2, £ 0D
AW Ea D (FE 1), BLEICX Y, Bueno & Shalkowski (& T#t
FLEMEFORFIZEWNT, HBimElEics o< Em b oEmoOEH
RESL T HZ IR L TE) (p. 467) & T 5,
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4 FE1X Ritchie (2022)12 L 2t %218 > TH L 9, Ritchie %, B L% &
HABFO#EBGMHEICET 2 ERAL2ZMAE L., ThORIIFEHRN TH D &E X
TWnb, »xIT, ﬁ%%@C%EO<BE®ﬁ%:OwT%\#DKE%
BPEPTHWLNLDLDZERAIBTHDLELT, TN E AR LFICH#E A
T 52 LI ARFEER & 5, Ritchie O#LHIZ, kD >0 8ICERNEN D,
B BMEFELZLNTO TERBFIRHERYEHEL IBEZHWVWTWS
DML, BMEFLAETH D] &I H#Hidwm N H DA, Ritchie [T aifh N ¥
TS THIR ThL D LEMT 2, 28206, ARBREICBLTEMEICL L
S IBE MM 2% E LR, —RICHEAB R T 5 HamiERILE
MOBBREFELICH ESWTITDLR D7D TH D,

% 12, Ritchie X THABZICB W TIX, @O 254 F CHmMERNE
HELWIZTEHS 208 HVHD kfﬂﬂibfcj:f\ Rk O X m L5
BWTHSE LARWE EET 2, 6 21F. Eﬁiﬂi’ﬁb‘fiﬁﬂ‘ﬁ%@%%
AL VDX BRI GEIL O M R R SRR I L THEHAF LN ICE <5
BNHVEL, B, B EFICEIT LM i@ﬁé"éﬂt$§%<‘:@ﬁﬁ’ﬁa%
B, RN L2EZRZLZOLTZENEHRRY, DRI EFEIZE T L
L L IBE O HITZT—-BARABFZTRINITLILAE VG E L TH—
HEFEHIIHS L3200 TH D,

Ritchie X & b1 L& BRBFO#EEMEEZ EHOBLA 26 AT S
e EBELU T ORKEN Zﬁéﬁﬁi%ﬁ\ﬁﬁ?ﬂﬁﬂﬁ@fiﬁn“@%é\_k%@ﬁﬁ‘é
Thbb, TBFELEKBEL VD EHEUICERTES LS 2EHBRNE
ﬁ'ﬁJ:?EI"J7 7Y = 7 b (truth-seeking metaphysical project) IX7F1E L 72 V|
(p.215), Bl X, M LFZ2ET AEEE L CHMET L L0 9 EimILBEIC
J:<§%DE#”L“CD‘Z>O L 72> LZ 4 Ritchie ITEINIEIRFERKOFEBEO L D
T, Wb T =5y h&ERW\WIE T/ (targetless models) | Th 5
(p.216), 2 FE Vv B LE¥E2ETFTLELTHMLELESTH., FRITHR
OHY FaHETHILLEBERLEZELO TIERWVWD TH b5, &k &HIZ Ritchie
WL BT Al R 72 8 3L (creative prose) | 72 E i L TV 5 (p. 218),

3. BFEODERE

83.1. TNETOMREEHET S

INETCRTELL I EMEFIZB T 2HEBHUEMOMEHIZE L TIX
L2t N IThh CXx /-, 22 T Bueno & Shalkowski (2020)% L O°
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Ritchie (2022) @ #tH 23 BAKHIIZ & O FB 43 (T [\ W TN 72 D A & B BLAY I 12
To570, (HammEHRICH 3 IBE 284 5) EBM L¥ELL MM
Wame RO HZ I, 2T, (HENTRWRTA 74—~V TlEHD
n) WMOEXE LD,

1) BABZEEM EFIX., &b ICHRNERZ WV T B iR A0 HE R
24T D

2) BHABFIIHBHEEZAVWTEARAT LN R AR Z E <,
S EFIX R EEE AW TERET SRR E

IO XOICEIMT H L, Bueno & Shalkowski 3 £ U Ritchie @ #tH| @ &
RN EDLO THMEICRD, AIZITIAIR2) 28 ETLHI L THmar G EL,
BAEITAIRRL) ZHONICEET LA L THRmEaAEL., S OIZHTREAENO
FEMmOEHERETHI L TEREELZEL TWVDH,

IO LEmMEMICY &S5 IBE offi H~ofbHicx LT, A
Andrew Brenner & X 25 & 21T oL 7- ., Brenner (2023)1% Bueno &
Shalkowski (20200 % BtV LT, oo HRAREY T D LML D,
Brenner (ZIEEIC L2 IBE P22 b EHEFTHEH TRV E WS — D E
WHEHIZ R L ZEN D IXEBICER TN THVELI VW) TEREZEMT 5,
W RIZ, HifE2) ~OHHICH L TIE, —EDOHRBSE IO L EriThbh
EHTEV, 2o, UBOHEHR TIE., R+ RISEMITLh TR
Ritchie ® #tHl Z# v EF 5,

3.2. Ritchie ~0 &M —EBEFE M & 1XMH

BEWC R 72 X 512, Ritchie 2 ik EH OB AICH &SV TEIMN LY
ODEHEFHGMEZMH LEE., To@mSaiE o Foh iz, o, B
B2 CixHmrElmAMmmagsEiclEs A, F I, BABECHmME
B 2 ITEME (F72 3RO —-PEREFSMICHmELTL, T0F
FEREMEFALZORBRICYTITELIRTITRAVWEWVWI R THD, T2 T,
HEHEEGHICENRAZ2YTHEDICHEOHM ZET Y EiF 7z,

Ritchie O i = IR 72 F 4 » THR TWIZ 5 (see Ritchie (2022), pp.
207-8), Bl 21X, A7 4 AT@wXEENT WL, BARAELEKOEERN —
HICHATLESTLET D, Z0LE, A X o0FBPAEEXL T LM
KDIEAH, —2OHIEF, EALFORMOBEBERNZELE —FIZUNT, W
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IHLOT, ZOHBEEREEL, LWVWHIbDOThD, AT UR, BE—
X0 HEMARRH—Z2ELWHBHE L TR TL2EA5, £, 2 2 CHHMME
EWV) EMAEMAETRAPERAFTEHNRTH L L TIXRFINDLIDIE, £
HICHMZ 2D E WS T Tad, 22 THEMENSVTHA OIS, KRR
BERICHL CTHERNWICHEIND LWL THDL, AIENPEI 2RI, W
LMNICBRENPEZDHELD T o L EWITT 7,

R, FKOFEmIZEMm EF TR 2w, 2 A EMHEICET 2%
i A AL i %HHfﬁﬁ\wfﬂ%%%%ﬁ@%ﬁhbfwbt@%%%
RN TERNDTH S, DF Y, Ritchie [T LN B mAEH L H
WTEBRTHEMNRHHZE ZEEIATRE KM T 5,

L2>L ., Ritchie DN Z Y THLH ERELLESGA. T2 TP I TW
LI BSOS I TR E RS, Mo ERR L Sh DM FEEENIC
KHLTHENR) =AY TIEEL L2l bND, 22T, mBlFICE
RELBTTHEI, mBPOHEKRTIE, EF. TEomBENRKSIEL WmE R
OMN] EVWH MENBAICERINL TS, BHOMEDFEFFIZIELWE E
35?‘55@@!3’9%751&(loglcalplurahsm)?E)Z?)Z}’L L.t EFEB RV (one
true logic & FEIXNL D) ZH AL 2>, Williamson @ £ 9 (2 H#FHHE N IE L
Wi Bl &35 A2 b Wvitid, Graham Priest ® X 5 (ZIEHMGHEL D IE L &
EERETOIANAFETCEZLLOMEEIRFICSZHEHL TVWD, ZOmGFTHEE
2500, Bl EHBICH LS IBE W) BRBRWFIETH D (see
Hjortland (2017), 632), & Z A28, Ritchie ® EENFHEFIT L FAIZ Y T
FE2E 9252029 LEemPREAFSN2ZAERLZES bOTIERL,
MBI L EFLEHE AR TMEEK XV I E D, B, ZOF
MBI ARBFOREBICH L THEXDIEELEX DX, 72
DZTANSILNHEDEA S,

TITEABEMLEZVOIE, 2O LEEAFESEEZDHEMICBNT
HEHBHORBENPLCPORML TWDLEOICRZL2RTHDL, HlxIX, EFOD
HHEICBET 5% EF (pluralist theory of truth, & L < |¥ alethic
pluralism) Z R CAHA LS5, EHOLZ LERIFT, TNEFTO—-LEENW R EH
O mICH L, BHEK T ICER ARSI EOIMEENERVGEL & ERT
5 (H 2), T ZTld, Pedersen (2012)I27t > TEHE D %t F 7% O E i & I
it L7zwvw, £, ZoFicix, ZRZ2EHEOMENFET D, —#HlE L
T, MR ERENEELZLRRT 2MELL, HFENmE, WMEMME, &
M, FxR"E2TF o5,

ST, ko —nwEZMWRZEHRABICLINVEX, ZhbomEEFHET S — D
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O (BEZHEYSES) MECESVWTHTHDI EEND, iz, B
MG ERR L EC—nERE2®RIALIE, ER L2 TCofBEOHMED
BEHEZ, FLBHAELOHIBREVOIHHEICESHTHPEINDL, 2R L
BHEHOZTERICHKEI L, MEOHBICOVWTKRDOEZ T ERT —ENHEHS
5,

EZRLERT —F . TOMHEFICTE SV T (in virtue of) FMmENRNETH 5
ko, oo E F1, ..., Fn (n=2) NFEHET 5.

ZLTC, ZOXIREHROSLZ T ERZN TEORBEEZRELELI LT D25
.M EY—H 2 W ITHEIEEE K- RN EEEZH O TERET 51
R AEBRRLY DG, WO MEIT, H-lc 282 BB ML
M LWV EHGBHB A G WICEE T AREREICRDL S5 245
RV, EWVWH ZERBMAENICTH IR D,

—fRiC, i BB, HESEoEBICETS L SN IMmENEIC K
D240, FREEFOMERETCHL I EICHEET I REREER L IED
HEX, (BEHEOZoERZZ2E T 222 0) hoBEKICET 2MEOLA L
WAL AEEND D, T5H L, BEMMMED LS RMEHMEEN, B L% T
HARBFOHRAE ERRICERTSHICHMRv, &) Ritchie @ 5 12 xt
L. BHOZTEHZ L EICRDEIDRIEELZEZDZ LN HKD,

Thabb, By (PwEY, WPFEOERRWER) BT 52 mENR
BB IE, RBRANLBARABRZOSHAG L RRVE D720, B L% Tk
BERBZOHEAGLEARICHGBGOEFIEAFTENIC@H NV &) EER,
EHIZ M EFICBT 28BN EFERIERFTENICEH ] ZLE2EE
THDLT TR, EWIHIEETH D, b, 2 CHEMEF LM% Z M
THROORME, SFVEHER L IELHEE (MEME, BAEMEZR SEM I
BHEHD) FHEHBEEGFHTHVELI LD TH D,

4. S ORE

HEAEM, IBE, T L TEHFGMEZD CHMMBEIL, BIZFEM LY. @
HE, HPELVo RICHEBRBRO L SN DM EEBRICEWTHICHEETDH
Do FRIZ, KX CHRMLALEMGBNBEA, FICEEOLZ T ERICEALL
g, AP AKE EENLRMEEEZEZ TV E2, Vo LMEHRED
SHBORBEL L TEEND,
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(1) 7=72L. Lo AT Bueno & Shalkowski (2020)LLATIZ b 2L & 1
TWwWb, fRiEMWA b o Tk, #l21X Bas van Fraassen iZ L5 /Ny K- 1 v
ki 1E (The Bad Lot Objection) 2% b b, £ Z TIEREIWC, IBE 2 k-
TERINTZEHEDPERTEN THDLILEDIZIE., TORBMESDORNICER
HEHNEENTVWD I ERMLEEN, IBEIZZORTRZEZRIEL LWV E WD
ftE ntirbh T b (cf. Ladyman et al. (1997)),

(2) ZZTiE, THEHEZRISELIME] 2, bOMEIETHD Z LI
BT 22X MELELTMRST S, B8, 22T Pedersen NEHIT 5 &
212, #l 21X Michael P. Lynch O E RN 2L cERICINIX, EEZ O
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specific properties) [ZFX 5] &+ %5 (Pedersen 2012, 593-4),
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