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Abstract

One central question in moral philosophy concerns what makes an
action morally right or wrong. This question directly relates to the
nature of normative reasons, as it remains contested whether reasons
behave atomistically or holistically across contexts. This debate carries
significant implications for the role of moral principles in ethical
deliberation. While principlism has dominated Western ethical
traditions, Jonathan Dancy has persistently defended moral
particularism grounded in the holism of reasons. Examining the
plausibility of holism by systematically surveying Dancy’s arguments
and the principal objections raised against them, this paper aims to
clarify the argumentative landscape surrounding holism and identify

remaining challenges for future inquiries.
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NEBIRISENRLEZEW) XFFHRFETLLELTEH, TOMHKENM
BHOHETHRINTWVWED, TNEBIRIZENTERPSTZD T IL,
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L LB O EDIETFEET DI ERTIENRTENIRLI Y, 2L 2IFE, 7V R
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ST EHIASKROMRESTZODOFHEFTRHELTOEZNEZEZTWD,
Bolo, Fry—%Fr L, BHAO2KmB LI OB ELZO EZEN ENIZ
EFbolbb LNt WnWHr 2 Thd, LxiE, orov—BHNE DA
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Hob L TEZFIAKR, KRONELXRMIE, BBOARMEZHRAET 5.

a3

[1] (RIZ T*BRAEHB L L THEETDLIOTONIE, 2o ik, =&z
(R EZE L ISEDIITAIEIAER)] WO EEBEENGFET DL L2 XHT
Db L, ZOHRIE, BEAOERETOEMICKDS, EHT 5,

[2] WA L WIHNEERH Y 252 LiIo0TIE, BHFR —HESADOERMICK
5o BT D,

(5) 2& XMW

Alvarez, M. and Way, J., 2024, “Reasons for Actions: dJustification,
Motivation, Explanation”, The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy,
Zalta, E. N. and Nodelman, U. (eds.), URL =
https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/fall2024/entries/reasons-just-vs-
expl/ (F#&7 7 & A :2026/02/05)

Crisp, R., 2007, “Ethics Without Reasons?”, Journal of Moral Philosophy,
4 (1), 40-49.

Dancy, J., 2004, Ethics Without Principles, Oxford University Press.

Hooker, B., 2000, “Moral Particularism: Wrong and Bad”, in Moral
Particularism, Hooker, B. and Little, M. (eds.), Oxford University Press,
1-22.

McKeever, S. and Ridge, M., 2006, Principled Ethics' Generalism as a

Regulative Ideal, Oxford University Press.

McNaughton, D., 1988, Moral Vision: An Introduction to Ethics, Blackwell.

Tsu, P. S. -H., 2026, “Embeddedness and the Psychological Nature of
Default Reason: On How Particularists Should Address the Flattening
Objection”, The Philosophical Quarterly, 76 (1), 365-383.

ZEE . 2014, TEEMOBEIEIRICODVWTOBEWRE |, [ FE2HE]. 63
(4)., 85-115,


https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/fall2024/entries/reasons-just-vs-expl/
https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/fall2024/entries/reasons-just-vs-expl/

HTHERFFE#E Research Notes

ML R, 2015, ERHEAEN EE 2 K558 F  HHEOHHM |, [ Contemporary
and Applied Philosophyl. 6. 1001-1026,

VNN D)



