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Abstract

Ningyo are often described as uncanny, and they are more frequently
associated with uncanniness than other representations of human or
human-like figures, such as paintings or sculptures, yet causes of this
phenomenon have not been discussed enough. Against this background,
this paper, referencing Mark Windsor’s (2019) definition of uncanniness
which I regard as most compelling, points out problems with the theory
this paper terms the Similarity Theory of the uncanniness of Ningyo.
Then, this paper proposes and examines the Institutional Theory of the

uncanniness of Ningyao.
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