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Abstract
This study examines the notion of “essence” (Wesen) in later
Wittgenstein. Prior scholarship divides into two views: the standard
interpretation, represented by Glock (1996) and Malcolm (1986), which
takes Wittgenstein to be an anti-essentialist based on his discussion of
family resemblance; and Ring’s (2019) view, which, drawing on PI §371,
argues that Wittgenstein sought not to deny essence but to revise our
understanding of it. This study makes two claims: Ring is broadly right
but misinterprets grammar, and Wittgenstein’s treatment of essence
hinges on a contrast between phenomena and grammar—a contrast

overlooked in earlier work.
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