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Abstract

This paper examines whether a unified account of biological functions
can be achieved through Kitcher’s analysis of design. Kitcher integrates
etiological and causal-role approaches by categorizing functions through
(Ddesign origin, @organism- vs environment-centered selection, and @
the relation between selection and time. Kitcher's analysis is significant
because of his proposal of a unified framework for function analysis, his
incorporation of insights from Cummins’s analysis, and the theoretical

flexibility provided by his options. Although Buller argues that
Kitcher’s view cannot explain why traits exist, Kitcher’s framework
intentionally accommodates diverse biological practices rather than

restricting functions to selection histories.
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