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Abstract
Recent neuroscientific evidence challenges Basic Emotion Theory,
increasingly supporting the Theory of Constructed Emotion. This
paradigm shift implies that folk emotion concepts are not natural kinds,
but socially constructed categories derived from continuous affective
experiences so called “core affect.” This paper examines the implications
of this constructivist turn, identifying three levels of structural
uncertainty in mapping affective experiences to discrete labels: cross-
cultural variance in concept mapping, individual classification
tendencies and intra-personal instability. We conclude that it will be
crucial to build emotion theories that can tolerate and appropriately

reflect the diversity in human emotion classification. (95 word)
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